FOUR   PAPERS   ON
SHAKESPEARE

I

Shakespeare's-Workmanship
^

WHAT a pleasure It is to get a book
on Shakespeare and know before
you open it that it will be fresh,
frank, and sensible, free at once from old
fustian and from new fantasies, and certain
to send you back to read your author with
increased understanding and enjoyment! Sir
Arthur Quiller-Couch's Shakespetirtfs Work-
manship has all the merits of his previous
works and the additional attraction of the
greatest subject a literary critic can write
about.

Sir Arthur treats Shakespeare as a human
artist, though the greatest: a man capable of
indolence, wilful caprice, and occasional in-
eptitude : an artist working, like others,
under limitations, unwilling (as great artists
are) to repeat old triumphs, always attacking
new difficulties, and sometimes (as in that last
group of plays which cover long periods of
time and deal with slow spiritual processes)
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